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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claim 23. 
1-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Original) A method for producing a pharmaceutical formulation for controlled release 
of an interferon, the method comprising: 

dissolving (a) a biodegradable polymer and (b) a conjugate of an interferon and a 
hydrophilic polymer in a solvent to form a monophase, and 

forming microparticles or nanoparticles comprising the biodegradable polymer 
encapsulating the conjugate. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the interferon is selected from the group 
consisting of alpha-interferon, beta-interferon, and gamma-interferon. 

14. (Previously presented) A pharmaceutical formulation for controlled release of an 
interferon, the formulation comprising a biodegradable polymer in combination with a conjugate 
of an interferon and a hydrophilic polymer, wherein the biodegradable polymer comprises a 
derivatized biodegradable polymer containing hydrophilic and hydrophobic regions, and wherein 
the interferon is selected from the group consisting of a-interferon, P-interferon, and y- 
interferon. 

15. (Original) The formulation of claim 14, wherein the hydrophilic region comprises 
polyethylene glycol. 

16. (Original) The formulation of claim 14, wherein the hydrophobic region comprises a 
polymer selected from the group consisting of polyhydroxy acids, polylactic acids, polyglycolic 
acids, and copolymers thereof. 

17-18. (Cancelled) 
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19. (Original) A pharmaceutical formulation for controlled release of a bioactive molecule, 
the formulation comprising a biodegradable polymer in combination with a conjugate of a 
bioactive molecule and a hydrophilic polymer, wherein the formulation is in the form of 
microparticles encapsulating the conjugate, the microparticles having a diameter predominantly 
between 20 and 1 00 urn. 

20. (Original) The pharmaceutical formulation of claim 1 9, wherein the bioactive molecule 
is a protein. 

21-22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Cancelled) Th e pharmaceutical formulation of claim 19, wh e r e in said bioactive 
molooulo is s e l e ct e d from the group consisting of a int e rf e ron, ft int e rf e ron, y int e rf e ron, 

» e rythropoi e tins, granulocyt e colony stimulating factor, granulocyte macrophag e colony 

stimulating factor, int e rl e ukin 1, intorloukin 2, intorloukin 3, int e rl e ukin 12, asparaginase, 
ad e nosine deaminas e , insulin, gluoagon lik e peptid e s, ACTH, glucagon, somatostatin, 
somatotropin, thymosin, parathyroid hormon e , pigm e ntary hormon e s, somatomedin, lout e inizing 
hormone, chorionic gonadotropin, hypothalmic r e l e asing faotors, antidiur e tic hormon e s, thyroid 
stimulating hormone, endorphins, e nk e phalins, biphalin, prolactin, monoclonal antibodi e s, 
polyclonal antibodies, antisons e oligonucl e otid e s, aptam e rs, th e rap e utic gen e s, h e parin low 
mol e oulor and weight h e parin. 

24. (Previously presented) The pharmaceutical formulation of claim 19, wherein the 
bioactive molecule is insulin, a-interferon, (J-interferon, or y-interferon. 



3 



